Mass Intentions August 15t — 7th

Saturday: Fr. Daniel Ring req. by Richard Ring

Sunday 9 am: Dan and Marti Welch (+) req. by Mary Anne Cooper
Sunday 11 am: Chad Smith (+) req. by Rachel Green
Wednesday: Mary Elizabeth Butler (+) req. by John Butler

Prayer Requests
We pray for the sick, homebound, and heartbroken of our parish. To have a specific prayer request placed in
the bulletin, contact the office.

e Forour Religious Education teachers who will be attending a retreat on Saturday, August 8.

e A parishioner’s husband, who went to the emergency room this week with loss of the use of his legs.

OurWomen in Prayer ministry has an email list of more than 60 prayer warriors. For immediate prayers
contact Irene Staub istaub1014@aol.com or Linda Swope rlswope374@comcast.net They also provide

prayer shawls for those in need.

Time to Toot our Own Horn!
St. Gerard’s was recently highlighted as one of only five parishes in the archdiocese that ) s)k
earned over 125% of our goal for the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. This means the first 25% ¢ ¥ o
over our goal will be returned to us, and anything that exceeds 25% over the goalis placed in ; X

a long-term, high yield endowment fund for our church.

Upcoming Events

Religious Education Registration Now Open

Christian Formation starts September 13". Due to our growing parish and available space, we would
appreciate you registering early to help us plan. Register online at www.saintgerardmajella.net or pick up a
form in the back of the church and return it to the office. Students wishing to receive a Sacrament must attend

formation for one year prior to their Sacramental year. This year we will confirm 8-9*" grades.

Ladies Guild 6 pm August 11th
Come share your faith in action and fun fellowship. All women of the parish are invited to join us!

Altar Server Training August 16" after 9 am Mass
There will be a training session for anyone, young or old, interested in serving in the Mass. Current servers are
encouraged to attend.

OCIA 6:30 pm August 27" in the PLC

Studying the Catholic faith roots you in its rich traditions and helps you live out God’s truths. If you are

interested in becoming Catholic, learning more about your Faith, or walking with someone on their journey

Email John Fava at jpfava.ocia@gmail.com
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Pool Party for the Teens

Our youth ministry would like to start the year off with a pool party. If you have a pool in your backyard, please

consider us using it for teens and their parents in the late afternoon/early evening of August 30'". All food and
drinks will be provided. Contact Sheri in the office for more information.
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From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Parishioners,

As the rhythms of summer begin to fade and we return to the routines of daily life, the Gospel from Matthew
reminds us of something essential: even in moments when Jesus sought rest, He allowed His heart to be
moved with compassion for others. Seeing the crowd, He did not turn them away—He fed them, healed
them, and entrusted His disciples with the work.

This passage speaks directly to us as a parish community. We too come back from seasons of rest, travel,
and renewal. Yet the needs around us remain. Like the disciples, we may feel that what we have is too little—
too little time, too little energy, too little to give. But the miracle of the loaves and fishes shows us that when
we offer what we have, God multiplies it for the good of all.

Our parish is blessed, but it also depends on each of us to be the hands through which Christ continues His
work. At this time, we have real and immediate needs: altar servers to assist at the sacred liturgy, dedicated
individuals to serve as money counters, and faithful teachers willing to guide our children and youth as
religious educators. There are many other ministries as well, each one a way to feed the hunger—spiritual
and material—of our community.

The call of the Gospel is not simply to feel compassion, but to act on it.
Jesus did not dismiss the crowd; He said, “You give them something to
eat.” That same invitation is extended to us. Each act of service, no
matter how small, becomes part of God’s abundance.

Let us return to this new season not only refreshed, but ready—ready to
serve, to give, and to love in concrete ways. Together, as one body, we
can ensure that no one in our parish feels unseen, unfed, or forgotten.
Living the Gospel This Week:

1) Offer your time in one parish ministry, even in a small way.

2) Notice someone in need and respond with a concrete act of care.

3) Pray daily for a heart that sees others with compassion.

4) Share your resources generously, trusting God to multiply them.

5) Invite someone back to Mass or into parish life.

May the Lord bless you and your families as we begin this new season together, and may He multiply the good
we offer for the life of the world.

In Christ’s peace,
Fr. Young Nguyen

ST. GERARD MAJELLA

Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday: 9 am

CATHOLIC CHURCH
3049 LaFayette Road ¢ Fort Oglethorpe, Ga 30742

Saturday: 4:30 pm (Sunday Vigil) Office Hours: Monday-Thursday ® 9:30am - 2:30pm
Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am Sacramental Emergency/Confession Appt: 770-289-3466
Confession Times Pastor@SaintGerardMajella.net

Saturday 3:45 - 4:15 pm Sheri Fava 706-861-9410

Adoration Office@SaintGerardMajella.net

Monday-Friday 7-9 am Church Website

Rosary Recitation www.saintgerardmajell.net

Monday - Friday: 8:30 am

__ Giving Thanks Week of 7-19-2026 (Goal: $6,000) __

Weekly Offertory: $2,384 Online Offertory Giving: $640
Building and Maintenance: $1,148 Online Building and Maintenance: $1,970 TOTAL: $6,142
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