Dear Parishioners, From the Pastor’s Desk

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells the parable of two sons. When their father asks them to work in the vineyard, the
first son initially refuses but later changes his mind and goes. The second son respectfully says, “Yes, sir,” but does not
follow through. Jesus teaches us that true faith is not merely spoken; it is lived through repentance, obedience, and the
choices we make each day.

God desires His children to become perfect in love, faithful in action, and sincere in heart. Yet He does not force us to

love Him or obey Him. Our Lord gives every person the freedom to choose. We can say yes to God and then walk away,
or we can begin in weakness, confusion, or even rebellion and later turn back to Him. God respects our freedom, even
when our decisions bring sorrow to His heart.

This is the beauty of God’s mercy: He does not define us only by our past
failures. He sees the whole person—the wounds, the struggles, the sincere
desire to begin again, and the smallest step toward conversion. The first son was
not praised for saying no. Rather, he was received because he changed his heart
and did the father’s will. In the same way, whenever we repent and return to
God, He welcomes us. Our past does not have to become our permanent
identity. Grace makes a new beginning possible.

This Gospel also speaks deeply to parents, grandparents, godparents, teachers,
and all who help form the faith of children. Parents are the first and greatest
catechists of their children. Children learn faith not only from what we tell them,
but also from how we live, forgive, listen, correct, pray, and love.
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Like our Heavenly Father, we must guide our children toward what is good, true, and holy. We should set clear
expectations, teach them right from wrong, and invite them to follow Christ. At the same time, we must respect that
they have freedom. We cannot force faith into their hearts. We can, however, create a home where faith is visible: where
prayer is practiced, forgiveness is offered, truth is spoken with charity, and failure is met not with rejection but with an
invitation to rise again.

May we never give up on our children, even when they make choices that disappoint us. Let us be patient, firm, merciful,
and hopeful—reflecting the heart of God, who always waits for His children to return to the vineyard of His love.
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Mass Intentions Sept. 26" -Oct. 2nd

Saturday 4:30 pm Repose of Soul of Sharon Griffith req. by Leigh-Anne Blaylock
Sunday 9 am Healing for Mike Labella req. by Lucia Presswood
Friday 9 am Celebration for Mandy Simon James req. by the Loung Family

If you would like to have a Mass said in honor of a loved one, please call the office. The
suggested offering is $20, but its effect is worth its weight in gold.

Prayer Requests

We pray for the sick, homebound, and heartbroken of our parish. To have a specific prayer
request placed in the bulletin, contact the office. Names will be included for one month

7 unless otherwise noted.

e Fora26-year-old diagnosed with terminal cancer; that God would give him strength and

an abundance of Faith during this journey.

e May we continue to pray for God’s guidance as our church discerns new ministries to

offer our parish and our local community.

Thanksgiving

e A prayer of thanksgiving for such a wonderful church family that made Anna Mae Karne’s 90
birthday so special. Our love and friendship make her feel no more than a day over 89!

Our Women in Prayer ministry has an email list of more than 60 prayer warriors. Forimmediate prayers
contact Irene Staub istaub1014@aol.com or Linda Swope rlswope374@comcast.net They also provide

prayer shawls for those in need.

Weekly Offertory: $ 2,843 Online Offertory: $925
Building and Maintenance: $2,727 Online Building and Maintenance: $134

—— Giving Thanks 9-13-2026 Offertory Goal: $5,000 B&M Goal: $3,000 —

TOTAL: $3,768
TOTAL: $ 2,861

The Catholic Corner

You may have noticed the Sunday’s gospel being read by Jonathan Roumie a few minutes before Mass. This
prayerful reading of scripture is called Lectio Divina, “or divine reading”. Under the Spirit’s prompting, it
allows us to meditate, pray, and contemplate God’s word for our lives. Its familiar four-step approach;
reading, meditation, prayer and contemplation —was developed and passed on in monastic tradition. Below

is a brief description of each part.
Lectio — Read or listen to a passage slowly and attend to what it says in its context.

Meditate — Consider what the passage is saying to you and how it challenges or consoles you.

Oratio (prayer) — Speak to God with petition, gratitude, praise or intercession.

Contemplate - rest attentively before God to receive the way of seeing and living that his word offers.
If you would like to know more about this type of contemplative prayer, contact Karen Baldwin at 815-712-

6658. She is heading up our Lectio Divina group.
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Upcoming Events

Thursday 6:30 pm October 1°'in the PLC

OCIA will discuss Creation to Redemption — Angels, Devils and the Fall. All are welcomed to
participate.

Men’s Ministry Organizational Breakfast 9 am October 3™ in the PLC
All Catholic men 18 years and older are welcome. Our purpose is to study scripture
and grow in our Catholic faith so we can strengthen ourselves and our families.

Seniors Group Noon October 7th at Park Place
All Seniors young at heart are welcome to join.

Living Rosary after 9 am Mass on October 11" on the Marian Patio
A Church that prays together, stays together. Come join our annual event.

Forging a Founding Formation Starts after 9 am Mass on October 18" in the PLC
Deepen your faith as Father Young guides us through the 10 Commandments and the Beatitudes every
Sunday during the schoolyear. THIS IS FOR EVERYONE! Come be a part of the discussion.

Get Your T-Shirt for our St. Gerard FEAST-ival Oct. 17"

This is the last weekend our youth will be taking orders

i L ’ for church t-shirts. Take this opportunity to grab that

QU /-' Qy / perfect shirt to wear at our festival while supporting our
_-c_}%;d@?_ —I%%W— & youth group. Not sure what the weather will be like? Buy

e e one of each! It’s a great way to share the gospel, for God

has “called you by name; you are mine.”

The money will be used for retreats, spiritual enrichment
activities, and community service projects.

Confirmation Changes
Confirmation is changing to meet
Archdiocesan guidelines.

2026-27 school year: 8" grade and up
2027-28 school year: 7" and 8" grade
Anyone receiving a Sacrament is required

to be active in our faith formation program Spirit! We meet on Sunday
the year BEFORE the sacramental year.

evenings from 6-8 pm

Meetings are at 6 pm on Sundays.

K-5" grade Religious Education meets after 9 am Mass in the PLC
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